
June 29, 2022

Parents,

Earlier this month, the Middleton Board of Trustees  officially moved to place a bond resolution on the
ballot for the August 30th election.  We have a lot of information to share, but the main questions we get
asked are below.  Please take some time to review this information, and if you have questions, don’t
hesitate to reach out and let us know.

Sincerely,

Mr. Gee

What is included in the bond?



How much will it cost me?
The bond, if passed, would be combined with the existing bond payments that are being made on the
high school bonds.  The table below shows how that would affect household cost per each $100,000 in
taxable property. (please note: The fiscal year 2023 is the 2022 tax year and is a projection based on
market value trends)

Where can I get more information or ask questions?

District Website:  You can click on the “Bond 2022” Tab at the top of the
homepage or go to: https://www.msd134.org/domain/1996 or scan in the
QR code to review the following:

● Renderings of proposed projects
● Frequently Asked Questions - coming soon
● Voter information
● The bond measure resolution
● Property tax information
● Growth, both past and projected demographics

District Facebook Page - Middleton Schools:  A lot of our updates will be

posted here. However, we will turn off comments and include this snippet of information:
PLEASE NOTE:  Comments for all Middleton School District bond-related posts will be turned OFF
in an effort to maintain Idaho Statute section 74-605: Public Integrity in Elections Act. However,
Superintendent Marc Gee welcomes your questions and comments. Send him an email at
mgee@msd134.org

District Office contacts: You can reach out with questions any time!
Superintendent Marc Gee, mgee@msd134.org
Assistant Superintendent Lisa Pennington, lpennington@msd134.org

https://www.msd134.org/domain/1996
mailto:mgee@msd134.org
mailto:lpennington@msd134.org


Cottage Meetings:
These are intended to be smaller gatherings, but presenters can make almost any size work.  If you
would like to host one of these at your home or know somebody who would, you just need to email Mr.
Gee at mgee@msd134.org.  From there we can schedule a time to come to a home, clubhouse, or other
gathering spot and present information and answer questions about the bond.

Larger meetings:
We will hold larger meetings as we get closer to the election date in August.

Has the board recognized what a heavy lift this will be in light of the current economy?

Yes, the Board of Trustees recognizes the heavy lift and discussed that during the board meeting, held on
June 13. You can listen to it here. Trustees expressed concerns and what it means to our local residents.
At the same time, trustees recognize their duty to provide a safe environment for students to learn.
Overcrowding and placing students in portable classrooms disrupts the learning process. It’s not equal to
the students in a traditional classroom. Often portables, that are meant to be temporary, become
permanent fixtures on a school campus. Furthermore, the ventilation in portable classrooms can
become a problem. 

One concern of waiting on a bond is that the costs continue to rise. It will cost more if we delay it for a
couple of years. This elementary design had bond attempts in 2015 and 2018.  In 2015 the cost for the
same school on the same lot was $16 million.  In 2018 it was $22 million.  Today it's $28 million and
contractors are telling us to expect a 5-10% increase per year for the foreseeable future. 

As we designed the bond proposal, the district focused on keeping the cost, for our property taxpayers,
per $100,000 the same or lower.  That’s why we are asking for a specific dollar amount, not a rate, and so
as more people move into the community, the cost for each property owner decreases, because the new
residents help shoulder the burden.

Over the past 5 years, the cost for taxpayers has dropped from $367 to $161 per $100,000 of taxable
property value.  As more people move into the district, that cost will continue to go down to the point
that we anticipate we can keep the cost at $161 or lower, even while increasing the total bond liability.

We’re just 60 days until the bond election on August 30th. We know there will be many more
questions and we recognize that some information that gets tossed out there may not be
accurate. It’s our job, as the Middleton School District, to provide factual information so that
you can make an educated decision.

That means everything must be void of emotions. but that doesn’t mean we can’t answer
questions, provide more details in cases where you want more information or address concerns
during community/cottage meetings.

Again, if you need more information, please reach out to me.  Meanwhile, have a great and safe
summer!

Superintendent Marc Gee.
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